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Creative Writing

Overview

Creative Writing is an exciting area of study that will deepen your love for literature, 
expand your imagination, enable your self-expression and refine your literary voice. 
Creative Writing at Tabor will also lead you into a deeper reflection on the spiritual 
nature of the human story. 

On a practical level, our Creative Writing courses will assist you to write and publish 
original stories and/or poetry. You will develop skills that also make you an asset in a 
range of professional settings where clear communication and quality story-telling are 
of central importance. 

At Tabor, study in Creative Writing can be undertaken across a range of degree programs, 
or on a casual basis by studying in “audit” mode. For example:

Bachelor of Arts (Creative Writing)

The Bachelor of Arts (Humanities) is a three-year full-time, or part-time equivalent, 
degree. The content of the degree is shaped along the following lines:

The Bachelor of Arts (majoring in Creative Writing) is a flexible yet integrated study 
program aimed at broadening students’ worldviews, while fostering critical and 
creative abilities necessary for the world of professional writing and publication. 
Students undertake a range of core subjects focussing on foundational study and 
critical thinking skills, as well as Christian theological perspectives. One third of the 
degree is devoted to specialising in Creative Writing, leaving students free to pursue a 
second major area of study (e.g. Music or History), a minor in another area, and/or free 
electives from across the College.

Graduate Diploma in Arts (Creative Writing) 

The Graduate Diploma in Arts (specialising in Creative Writing) allows students to 
enhance their creative writing skills to a professional level. Students undertake a 
specially selected range of subjects aimed at developing a high level critical and 
creative understanding of the field, including research skills, composition, editing 
and publishing. 

The Grad Dip Arts (Creative Writing) is a 2 semester equivalent full time award, 
available for full or part-time study, on campus or externally online.



Looking for a More Casual Approach?

Interested in studying creative writing but don’t necessarily want a degree? Then 
“auditing” one of our subjects might be for you. For a competitive up-front fee, 
auditing students participate in award-level subjects without the stress of formal 
assessment. You’ll receive full access to lectures and tutorials, reading materials 
and other resources (in class and online). Alternatively, by paying the full tuition fee 
up front, you’ll receive formal written assessment plus academic credit should you 
decide to enrol into one of our degree awards down the track.

Casual study is a great way to establish a writing routine, network with other 
practicing writers, and to access teaching and resources specially designed to 
enhance your knowledge and skills as a writer. 

Creative Writing

Masters of Arts (Creative Writing)  

The Master of Creative Writing allows 
students to become part of a community 
of writers and develop their skills to a 
professional level. The degree is designed 
to equip students for a professional 
writing career, further research and/or 
teaching within the field. 

Students initially undertake coursework 
in research methods and writing theory 
or practice, leading to a major work of 
supervised research comprising a 40,000 
word Major Manuscript, plus an 8000 word 
critical exegesis, demonstrating their 
mastery of the craft and understanding of 
their own writing in relation to historical 
and contemporary literary milieus.

All of the Arts courses are fully accredited 
by the Australian Government. FEE-HELP is 
available for most of Tabor awards and full 

time students may qualify for Austudy. 



Popular Subject Options

Creative Writing

Introduction 
to Creative 
Writing

Writing for 
Children

Creative 
Writing: 
Poetry   

Creative 
Nonfiction

With equal emphasis on poetry and short stories, students 
discover the foundations of English literature in the oral history 
of ancient societies, and experiment with writing poetry in 
a variety of styles. Students consider the difference between 
poetry and prose fiction, and develop their own original short 
stories through an examination of such literary techniques as 
plot, conflict, character, dialogue, description and point-of-view.

This subject introduces students to the highly specialised 
area of writing for children. It covers practical ways to improve 
writing skills, the different categories of writing for children in 
Australia, as well as technical and social issues surrounding the 
art of writing for children. Students will learn through writing 
workshops, lectures, class discussion of issues and other writers’ 
works, critique group and lecturer assessment of creative pieces. 

This subject provides students the opportunity to extend 
their technical range in writing poetry, to improve writing and 
editing skills, to experiment with form, structure and technique 
(including metered and free verse styles), and to develop as 
critical readers of poetry. Learn through the practice of writing 
poetry, writing workshops and tutorials, analysis of poems and 
through readings and other resources made available.  

With a focus on the art of the personal essay, students identify 
topics of interest and learn the techniques for writing and 
publishing effective creative nonfiction. Students study a range 
of creative nonfiction writing to enhance their appreciation of 
the historical development and technical requirements of the 
form. Travel writing, spiritual reflection, humorous essays and 
personal memoir are just some of the writing styles covered.



Creative Writing

Writing 
Fantasy and 
Sci-Fi

Creative 
Writing: 
Prose Fiction

In this subject students learn about writing in the broad genre 
of Speculative Fiction which encompasses Fantasy and Science 
Fiction. Students investigate the major themes in Science 
Fiction Literature, and consider how these might be approached 
from a specifically Christian standpoint. Speculative Fiction 
(SF) is often designed to coax the reader into consideration of 
new ideas and points of view, raising questions of philosophy 
theology and ethics, which are also discussed. 

This subject aims to enhance students’ knowledge and 
application of the writing craft through critical/reflective 
approaches to reading and composition. Refine existing skills 
in various elements of the writing process, including character 
and plot development, writing for a specific audience, and 
self-editing. The focus throughout this subject is on developing 
ideas for short stories and longer works of creative prose fiction 
(such as novels) with a view to publication. 
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What are students saying?

“My thesis The Cadence of Triumph only 
came about because of the brilliant crafted 
teaching I received from the highly  
qualified (and patient) lecturers at Tabor.”
 
Raelene Newall 
(Perth , WA) 

“Undertaking a Masters in Creative Writing at 
Tabor was a professionally nurturing experience . 

Small class sizes and dedicated teachers with a 
wealth of knowledge gave me the best opportunity 

to learn .”
 

Tina Cain 
(Melbourne, Vic) 

Writing for 
Stage and 
Screen

Editing & 
Publishing 
for Writers

In this subject students develop writing skills that will enable 
them to create usable stage scripts and screenplays that 
conform to recognised conventions. This subject will also 
assist students in finding and developing ideas, character 
development and portrayal, handling verbal and non-verbal 
communication and making effective use of images, sounds, 
action and dialogue in their writing. 

This subject gives students the skills to edit, revise and 
proofread their own work, and the work of others, with a 
view to publication. The subject also considers the world of 
publishing from both the writer’s perspective, and that of 
the professional publisher. Throughout, continuities and new 
trends in publishing are detailed, including the rise of online 
and vanity publishing, as well as the staples of traditional 
printed media. 
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“I found myself at home in the 
school of Humanities. It has been 

an inspiring journey of  
self-discovery and  

unexpected achievements that 
gave me the courage to approach 

publishers with my work. My first 
novel Shamira - was launched at 

Tabor. ”
 

Elizabeth Calder   
(Adelaide,SA)

“The fact that I could complete the Masters as an 
external student was one of the reasons I  

enrolled.... Most importantly, I was at ease with 
the fact that I could express myself as a  

Christian , knowing that my worldview would be 
valued”

 
Lyn Hurry 

(Mt Nebo, Qld)
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